In Loving Memory of K. L. Lin
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September 25, 1946 ~ October 20, 2021
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My Father
by Julie Lin

When | think of my father, | always picture him wandering around the house in his thick glasses with his hands
clasped behind his back and his chin slightly jutted, whistling or singing a song — often adding his own words about
how much he loved us — stopping to give a side hug, arm squeeze, or head pat if he passed by my mom or one of his
children or grandchildren. We knew he loved us just by these simple acts. Although he often told us he was proud of
us, we could also see it through the twinkle in his eyes or his huge grin when he spoke to us or of us. The physical
resemblances between my father and | are obvious - my short stature, my round face, my flat feet — but | hope | also
resemble him in the way | show love to my family.

He had the best smile. That smile was always so big — biggest when he was with his grandchildren. And his laughter
was so loud and infectious. He was often the life of the party, encouraging people to sing with him on his karaoke
machine.

He was such a kind man. | never heard him speak maliciously about another person. He would always stop to think
about how his actions would affect others before he acted. He never hesitated to help his friends, his employees,
and especially his children. He was not happy unless he was bringing his grandkids their favorite Taiwanese dishes or
making sure all my tires had good air pressure or helping his son-in-law fix a problem with the house.

He was a humble man. He came to America with practically nothing but his intelligence and remarkable math skills
and built a very lucrative business, yet | don’t think others would ever know how successful he was because he lived
so simply. He was happy just to work and eat and sing with his friends and family.

When | was little, | had a nightly routine. My dad would put me to bed, and then a few hours later, | would wake up,
walk across the kitchen to my parents’ bedroom, and wiggle his big toe to wake him up. Without fail and without
complaint, he would walk me back and stay with me for the rest of the night. | always knew that | could depend on
him for help and to feel secure in life, from childhood to adulthood. He was the anchor of our family. | will miss his
love. | will miss his advice. | will miss his help. | will miss his presence. | will miss his voice.
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Ah-Liang the Great

He was usually the first to arrive (to set up the sound system) and the last to leave (to take down the sound system)
for a TAA (Taiwanese Association of America) event. He gave time, energy and money to TaiHsin (Formosa Chorus
of Dallas) like a parent wanting the best for his child. Service to others, especially to the Taiwanese American
community, was one of his life missions. To me, he was a good friend, a mentor and a big brother. KL (Kou-Laung)
loved watermelons. We could count on him to bring one to every TaiHsin rehearsal. He also knew how to pick
them, as they were always sweet. He sang bass, and even though the bass section had the fewest number of
people, his and Ming-chi’s voices always came through loud and clear, and steady as bass is supposed to be. Some
concert songs required voice shoutouts and KL often got the part. He was instrumental in picking many songs we
sang and he picked well. Often, the songs he picked gave us an even better understanding of the Taiwanese
character and of Taiwan’s past.

He was a leader and a humble one. He was assertive, but never overbearing. He had a positive and can-do attitude
toward everything. He was a doer. He led an exemplary life. He loved singing and looked forward to the biweekly
rehearsals. Whenever we held karaoke sessions, he always showed up. He loved his family and TaiHsin was his
extended family. Textbooks talk about many great men (and women), who | have never met. | count KL among the
great men | have actually met and had the privilege of being a part of his life for many years.

KL, please rest in peace knowing that you have been a wonderful human being!

Charles Wang, 10/23/21
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Angel and | were really shocked to learn your sudden passing. It was only a couple weeks earlier when we were
exchanging Line messages, in which we laughed so hard at the “First Gentleman” title you jokingly bestowed Sam
for Angel’s new assignment as the chief of the MOFA mission in Vancouver Canada. During that short exchange,
you were funny and seemed to be quite spirited and full of life, as always as we had known you. We just can’t
believe you have left us so unexpectedly. Our sadness is beyond words.
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God has you in Heaven, we have you in our hearts.
“.-, Little things we should have said and done
we just never took the time

But you were always on our mind

You were always on our mind....”
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Farewell © My Dear Friend!

| was shocked and very saddened to learn that Dr. K. L. Lin (Ah Liang) passed away.

Ah Liang and | knew each other since 1967 when | moved into the dormitory where he used to live at National
Taiwan University (NTU). We are in different majors in college but | was lucky to live in the same dorm and share
some happy memories with him.

In my memory, Ah Liang was very considerate and truly a gentleman. He loves to sing Taiwanese songs ever since |
know him. In fact, his elder brother (Kuo Ming), who visited our dorm from time to time, loves to sing as well. It was
a joy to have him visit us so we can listen to his good voice.

Since | graduated from NTU, | did not have a chance to meet with Ah Liang until | moved to Dallas in 1987. We were
reconnected through TAA DFW activities and Tai-Hsin Chorus where Ah Liang and his wonderful wife (Su-Mei)
devoted much of their efforts, resources and time to nurture and sustain Tai-Hsin’s growth during these years. Su-
Mei fully supports Ah Liang’s business, interest in music, passions with TAA DFW activities, in addition to taking good
care of their family. They are excellent partners in every way.

In fact, this is a celebration of his life!
Ah Liang, you will be dearly missed by all of us. You can rest in peace now!

by Paul Chen
October 24 » 2021
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Ah Liang’s Spirit

In the winter of 2017, | became a member of Formosa Chorus of Dallas (TaiHsin), which is the first Taiwanese
American group | joined after living in the US for more than a decade. Through TaiHsin, | participated in more and
more organizations run by Taiwanese Americans. TaiHsin opened the door for me to learn from a group of
respectable Americans of Taiwanese origin. Growing up in Taipei, | speak limited Taiwanese and, therefore, don’t
really know much about Taiwanese culture. During twice-a-month rehearsals at TaiHsin, | realized that this group of
Taiwanese elites have worked hard and together for several decades, not only for themselves to be successful in a
foreign land but also for the common good of both Taiwan and America. They are warm, nice and keep a low profile,
but they are true fighters. Among them, Ah Liang was one of the leaders.

Despite his busy life as a CEO, he and his wife continuously prepared music sheets for TaiHsin members. When we
ran out of snacks at TaiHsin, he and Charles would quickly and quietly cut watermelons to feed us. After rehearsals,
he and his wife often gave me a ride. Before a TaiHsin concert, he gently showed me how to hold my music folder
nicely like the others. During a Karaoke party, he and his wife encouraged people to sing after setting up the device.
No doubt, Ah Liang, the founder of TaiHsin, was a talented singer and his voice was just like his character, warm and
strong.

When | tried to provide a little sprinkle of Taiwanese opera at TAA gatherings, we lacked almost everything. One
important piece was music. So Ah Liang and his wife applied their technology skills to make the background music
possible. Without their help, we couldn’t have made it. Once, he felt so guilty about not bringing an electronic cord
because there would be no speakers for us to use. Urgently, he and his wife asked their daughter to go to his house
to get the cord and then to quickly deliver it. Another time, the microphones were malfunctioning and seemed

like they were screaming. Quickly, he identified that the problem was caused by the simultaneous usage of six
microphones without enough distance in-between. With sweat beading on his forehead, all of his cells were
concentrating on fixing the problem on-site. My fourteen-year-old daughter, Mika Azim, likes Ah Liang and his wife a
lot. Kindly they talked to her. Always they gave her recognition and encouragement after her Taiwanese Opera
performances. | remembered during TAA’s 2021 newyear singing contest, Ah Liang jumped out in TaiHsin’s Line
chat, urging people to vote for Mika. Eventually, she was placed in 2nd place nationally. These cheering-up actions
later deepened my daughter’s interests in learning more about Taiwan. TaiHsin’s Karaoke set was later given to me
because Ah Liang and his wife wanted Mika to have it, so she could practice singing. The set now is a priceless
treasure that | keep for Lin’s family.

We will remember Ah Liang’s smile, Ah Liang’s voice, and, most importantly, Ah Liang’s spirit! For a person like him, |
believe he is now in a better world, probably still smiling, singing, and helping others. | wish him peace of mind, and
may Lin’s family find a little comfort from my memory about the great man!

Kate (Yea-ling), Anwar, Mika, and Risa in Coppell TX

Oct. 25, 2021
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Dear Dr. Lin,

Not long after joining the Tai Shin Choir, | was greatly impressed by your friendly smiles, enthusiasm, passion, sense
of humor, and much more. Though | only attended the Choir for a very short period, you still remembered me when
we met on different occasions.

You were an excellent role model to our community in many ways. Though you will not be with us, | will always
remember all the wonderful things about you.

| believe you are in the Haven watching over your beloved family. | pray my God to guide you and protect your
family.

Most sincerely,
Chin-Nu Lin
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To friends and family of Dr. Kou-Laung Lin,

Dr. Lin's dedication to the community and love for
Taiwan will forever be remembered. May his memory
be a source of strength, comfort, and inspiration to us
all.

T

Director General Robert Lo
and all at the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Office in Houston

B RAZE A2 PN

"T.q-:u

ik ""Q-?\ff' 7
g

fgr’]

G
AN
)

L=
ey




) o I B i ER et E ) 0 40

NI sl e NI o g




& o8 g sk |

}fﬁﬁ] % P — ﬁé,-k;— i ’
RS R ER o
L4 LB Fil
RIEEFESE NTESBSIEE/ZERHAa0E1RE
2018 TAA-South Summer Conference

8:00 pm, Saturday, Jun 30, 2018

The Westin Houston, Memorial City
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Proud of Taihsin Chorus

® - 2015
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Rice University
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Family
Is the most
important

thing

in the world.
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